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Green Diwali Goes ‘Waste'
With 27 Tons of Remnants

Volume of firecracker waste more than half of last year's, says IWMA, an
NGO, which collected 27.681 tons this year from the city and disposed it
of at the hazardous waste treatment storage facility in Gummidipoondi

by Archita Suryanarayanan

Chennai: The rain didn't seem to
have entirely dampened the festivities
in the city as over 27 tons of waste
from crackers — 17 tons more than
that of the previous year — was sent
to the Common Hazardous Waste
Treatment Storage and Disposal Facil-
ity (CHWTSDF) in Gummidipoondi.

Disposal of hazardous wastes from
firecrackers was taken up by Indus-
trial Waste Management Association
(IWMA), a non-govemment organisa-
tion formed on the directive of the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
(TNPCB), which campaigned for a
‘Green Deepavali’ involving safe dis-
posal of hazardous wastes, along with
the Chennai Corporation.

“Last year, we disposed of 10 tons
of waste. This year, we introduced the
‘Green Deepavali’ concept and ex-
pected the waste to be lesser. But the
total waste collected and disposed of
so far has been 27.681 tons. These
were taken to Gummidipoondion 20
specialised trucks for hazardous mate-

Residents were urged
to clear the areas
outside their homes by
themselves, but many
people left the wastes
on the road for the
conservancy workers
to clean

rial provided by the Corporation,” said
Shankar Konjeevaram, the project
coordinator for Green Deepavalifrom
ITWMA.

The waste has to be taken to the
CHWTSDF, which is the only facility
available in Tamil Nadu for safe dis-
posal of hazardous waste. The correct
disposal of hazardous waste has been
a cause for concern in India, and the
plant in Chennai has one of the 25
Common Hazardous Waste Treat-
ment, Storage and Disposal Facilities
(TSDF) in the country. Although en-
vironmentalists stress the importance
of this facility in every area, several
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be scientific. The wastes could seep
into ground water and affect drinking
water. Animals could come in contact
with the waste and get poisoned,”
Shankarsaid.

As part of precautionary measures,
Chennai Corporation workers and
residents had beeninstructed on cor-
rect disposal of crackers and source
segregation from municipal waste,
and the IWCA and Corporation made
attempts to sensitise people on col-
lecting and segregating the rem-
nants.

Residents were urged to clear the
areas outside their homes by them-
selves, but most people ended up leav-
ing the wastes on the road for the
workers to clean. The rain added to
the woes, making sweeping all the
more tedious as the workers had to
separate the firecracker waste from
the water manually. “More Corpora-
tion vehicles are expected to clear the
remaining waste,” Shankar added.
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E-Waste: A Goldmine of Resources Getting Lost Forever

By Archita Suryanarayanan | Published: 12th November 2014 06:02 AM
Last Updated: 12th November 2014 01:45 PM

CHEMNNAI: The magnitude of e-waste generated today is phenomenal. The magnitude that can be
extracted from and reused is also surprising. There is more gold in a tonne of e-waste than in an
ore of gold.

India with its embracement of technology has become a huge generator of e-waste. “We have
come from 130,000 tonnes of e-waste in India in 2006 to 800,000 in 2012-13, growing at more
than 100 per cent a year,” says Rathinam T, vice-president of Tes-Amm India, a prominent e-
waste recycling company.

Young Indians, a not-for-profit organisation, an initiative of the Confederation of Indian Industries,
along with Tes-Amm and Industrial Waste Management Association (IWMA) is working on a
campaign to spread awareness about e-waste with schools as the starting point. *“Through this
campaign. every school can become a collection point. with an e-waste drop box,” says Ravi
Senthilkumar, who is on the environment chair of Young Indians.

S Mani, chairman of IWMA, says, “The backend of chemistry is waste management. No part that
goes into the making of electronics can be ‘grown’. They are all materials that are scarce. So it's
better to recover it before it goes into the dustbin,” he says.

“Take good care of products, and they do not have to be repaired often. If we rush to get a new
phone every time the old one shows problems, we are generating more and more e-waste,” says
rani, adding that everyone is part of this cycle, right from the cell phone salesman who advises
you to buy a new phone as the repair will cost almost as much.

“We can minimise the usage of electronics, progressively. For instance, we can set aside a few
hours to not use our cellphones,” he says, citing an instance where he was talking to students to
see who had the oldest phone. *One boy had a seven-year-old phone and | congratulated him.
That was probably the first time he was proud of owning that phonel”

The e-waste campaign began its pilot project last year with four Chennai schools, and plans to
expand this year to 100 schools.*The general public may not take things seriously, but people
listen when children talk.” he says.

Students are encouraged to spread the message to their neighbours and parents, and collect e-
waste. “Last year, we received around 500 kg of e-waste from one school alone,” Ravi says.

Although there is an existing law on e-waste (management and handing) that came into force in
2012, the implementation is yet to catch on. *Government collection centres in every area should
be introduced to make people drop off their waste every month,” says Rathinam.

“Around 30-40 metals, rare earth, plastic and steel are present in one cellphone.” says Mani,
‘Once dumped, they are lost forever.”
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Chennai: By embracing tech-
nology, India has only become a
massive generator of e-waste.
“Wehave comefrom 1, 50,000
tons of e-waste in 2006 to
8.00,000 in 2012-13. We are
growing at more than 100 per
cent a year,” says Rathinam T,
vice president, Tes-AMM India,
an e-waste recycling company.
The hazardous effect of e-waste
v can find its way into a mother’s
i milk. When itis illegally disposed
" inwater, the chemicals get mixed
¥ with groundwater, which is con-
A sumed by animals and humans.
5 “These hazards have not gained
» as much attention as required in
1 India,” adds Rathinam.
v Although there is an existing
s law on e-waste (management
" and handing) that came into
force in 2012, the implementa-
tionis yet to catch on. “Govern-
1 ment collection centres should
beintroduced in different areas
_ and people should be asked to
drop the e-waste there every
* month,” says Rathinam.
= YoungIndians, a not-for-prof-
- it organisation, which is an ini-
tiative of the Confederation of
Indian Industries along with
Tes-AMM and Industrial Waste
Management Association
(TWMA), is organising a cam-
paign tospread awareness about
e-waste, with schools as the
starting point. “Through this
campaign, every school can be-
come acollection point, withan

~—

We have come from
1,50,000 tons of
e-waste in 2006

to 800,000 in 2012-
13. We are growing
at more than 100
per cent a year

— Rathinam T
Vice President, Tes-AMM India
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e-waste drop box,” says Ravi
Senthilkumar, environment
chair, Young Indians.

On the other hand, S Mani,
chaimman, IWMA, saysthat while
reuse should be encouraged, it is
also necessary to track the life-
cycle of an electronic product at

the manufacturing stage. “The
back-end of all chemistry is waste
management. No parts that go
into the making of electronics
can be ‘grown’. They are all ma-
terials which are scarce,” he says.
“We can minimise usage of elec-
tronics progressively. For in-
stance, we can set aside a few
hours where we donot touch our
cellphone,” he adds.

There are plans to expand the
e-waste campaign, which began
its pilot project last year with
four Chennai schools, to 100
schools. “The general public
may not take things seriously,
but people listen when kids
talk,” says Ravi. “Students are
encouraged to spread the mes-
sage to their neighbours and
parents, and collect e-waste.
Last year, we got around 500 kg
of e-waste from one school

alone,” he adds.
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Discussing Growth in Chemistry

Chennai: Faculty from the Department of Chemistry, and
Engineering and Technology (E&T), SRM University, Vada-
palani, in association with Institute of Research and Devel-
opment (IRD) and Central Leather Research Institute (CLRI),
organised a national conference on Recent Advances in
Chemistry and Environment (RACE), recently. The objective
of the event was to provide an opportunity to enhance col-
laborative research globally. The conference saw over 150
participants from educational institutions, research organi-
sations and universities across Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,
Andhra Pradesh and other States. RACE received more than
200 papers, on the recent trends, and innovative approach-
esin both chemistry and environmental science, out of which
130 papers were selected.

K Duraivelu, dean (E&T), SRM University, welcomed the
gathering. C Muthamizhchelvan, director (E&T), SRM Uni-
versity, presided over the function and spoke on recent ad-
vances in nanomaterial technology and its influence glob-
ally. During the conference, the organisers discusses plans
to inaugurate E-Waste Collection Awareness Program (E-
CAP) — a programme by TES-AMM (India), Yi of CII (Young
Indians) and Industrial Waste Management Association
(IWMA) and Pollution control board. ENS
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